
Republic v Mwambegu & another (Criminal Case 19 of 2019)
[2024] KEHC 10357 (KLR) (8 August 2024) (Judgment)

Neutral citation: [2024] KEHC 10357 (KLR)

REPUBLIC OF KENYA

IN THE HIGH COURT AT MALINDI

CRIMINAL CASE 19 OF 2019

RN NYAKUNDI, J

AUGUST 8, 2024

BETWEEN

REPUBLIC ........................................................................................... PROSECUTION

AND

MZUNGU DADU MWAMBEGU ..........................................................  1ST ACCUSED

NEEMA TSUI GHAI .............................................................................. 2ND ACCUSED

JUDGMENT

1. The two accused persons are indicted for the oence of murder contrary to Section 203 as Read with
Section 204 of the Penal Code chapter 63 of the Laws of Kenya. The particulars of the charge being
that on the night of 16th of February, 2019 at Masheheni village in Magarinin sub0 county within
Kili County, within the republic of Kenya jointly murdered Swaleh Kalume Mwambegu. Each of
the accused pleaded not guilty to the oence. At the trial they were represented by legal counsel Mr.
Atyang Advocate.

The Prosecution Case

2. The state summoned evidence of four witnesses to prove the charge beyond reasonable doubt against
the accused person in consonant with the principles as emphasized in Mbugua Kariuki v the Republic
(1976-80) 1KLR , in Kioko v the Republic (1983) KLR & Woolmington V DPP (1935) AC 46. What
to bear in mind is that the prosecution is under duty to proof each element of the oence against the
accused person beyond reasonable doubt. That dichotomy on proof of the case beyond reasonable
doubt never shifts at any one time with the accused persons unless the facts of the case follow within the
exceptions provided for under Section 111 of the Evidence Act. However still the standard and burden
of proof being an operation of the law rests with the prosecution.
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3. In the instant case, in Reference to PW1 Swaleh Salim testimony he gave an account on the
circumstance of the oence which occurred on the night of 16th February, 2019. It was his testimony,
that on the material day, the 1st accused armed himself with a club which he used to attack his father
on the head. In retaliation the father armed himself with a knife which he used to hit the 2nd Accused
inicting harm to the neck. As a consequence of his father being attacked by the 2nd accused PW1 told
the court that he fell down on the ground as the 1st and 2nd accused left the scene of the crime. That
the incident attracted members of the public and what followed was a report being made at the police.
PW1 alleged that the whole saga involved a quarrel between the 1st and 2nd Accused which triggered
the father now deceased to make eorts to intervene.

4. Next in support of the prosecution case was the testimony of PW2 Mapenzi Swaleh who told the court
that she the 1st accused as a boyfriend to the 2nd Accused. Further PW2 gave an account on how the
deceased travelled to Mashereni and brought with him other siblings to join them. The deceased later
left for another place only to be informed that he had been killed which information came from the
community. It was PW2 testimony that during the actual attack of the deceased she was not present.
Similarly, the prosecution summoned PW3 Kakala Kirao who gave evidence to the eect that the
accused persons cohabited together at his homestead at intimate friends, notwithstanding that the 2nd

accused was also a married woman. PW3 further told this court that on the material day the deceased
came to his homestead to follow -up some issues with the 2nd accused. That is when a conict arose
between the 1st accused and the deceased which nally culminated into a full-blown ght. The outcome
of it was the death of the deceased.

5. According to the prosecution case the matter was reported to the police station at Marereni as stated by
PW4 P/C Abdallla. According to PW4 they conducted the necessary investigation including making
arrangements for the postmortem to be carried out to ascertain the cause of death of the deceased. He
submitted the post mortem report as Exhibit No. 1.

6. At the close of the prosecution case under Section 306 (1) & (2) of the criminal procedure code a
nding of a prima facie case was made in favour of the prosecution to warrant accused persons to be
placed on their defence.

The Defence Case

7. The 1st accused person elected to give a sworn statement in which he stated that on the night of 16th

February, 2019 he left his home to tap wine in the neighborhood. That is the place he stayed until the
next day of 17th February 2019. He went back to Maweni and that is the time he heard about the death
of the deceased. He denied any love aair with the 2nd accused as alleged by the prosecution witnesses.
That during his arrest he thought it was all about Muzungu’s land.

8. In essence the 1st accused person in his evidence introduced an alibi defence of not being at the scene to
commit the crime. On the part of the 2nd accused he denied killing the deceased whom she conrmed
was her husband. However, the 2nd accused went further to state that prior to 2018 they had a long-
standing conict with the deceased which escalated up to the year 2019. It was a defence the deceased
had neglected the family and only concentrated in wine tapping. The accused further alleged that due
to the irreconcilable dierences with the decease she left the matrimonial home for her step father’s
home. That is where the deceased followed her and a confrontation ensued between the two resulting
in his death.

9. The background of it was a series of events involving their children and a mediation with the elders with
a view to reconcile and restore the relationship. The last incident of 16th February 2019, according to the
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2nd accused was precipitated by the conduct of the deceased who visited the same home accompanied
with his other wife. In the middle of the night the deceased while armed with a knife started inicting
bodily harm but in the struggle managed to disarm him. It is at that juncture members of the public
heard her screams and responded with the purpose of rescuing her from the deceased attack. She denied
causing the death of the deceased as the information came through while she had gone to the hospital
to seek treatment for the injuries earlier on occasioned by the deceased.

Determination

10. I have considered the evidence by the prosecution and the re-joinder by the accused persons. The facts
and the evidence of this case revolve around the ingredients of the oence as laid out in Section 203 of
the penal code. The prosecution is under duty to proof the following elements of the oence beyond
reasonable doubt. (a) the fact of death of Swaleh Kalume Mwambegu (b) that the death so reported
and investigated by the police was unlawfully caused (c) that the death of the deceased was caused by
malice aforethought (d) that there was the accused persons before court who were responsible for the
death of the deceased. It is against this background that the specic ingredients shall be tested in the
basis of the evidence.

Element No. 1 is whether the prosecution has demonstrated that the deceased is dead

11. It is trite that death can be proved by direct or circumstantial evidence. In this respect medical evidence
in the form of a post mortem report by a qualied pathologist or medical ocer comes in handy to
assist the court as to proof of death beyond reasonable doubt. (See Nyabanga vs Republic (1990-1994)
EA 462, Ndiba vs Republic (1981) KLR 103, On this fact the prosecution evidence basically rests on
the testimony by PW1, PW2, PW3 and the post mortem report exhibit 1.

12. From the examination, conducted by the medical ocer upon the deceased body as identied by PW1
and close relatives it was established he suered severe injuries to the head. The doctor opined that
the cause of death was a reason for those injuries inicted upon the deceased. The defence is also in
concurrence that the deceased is dead. In the circumstances, I am satised that the prosecution has
discharged the burden of proof of beyond reasonable doubt on this ingredient.

Whether the death of the deceased was unlawfully caused

13. This ingredient focuses on the Actus Reus of the oence. This has two elements for the prosecution
to prove that the act or omission and the result or consequences of the Act or omission by the accused
person was a consequence of the death complained of by the victims in conjunction with the state.
The constitution in Article 26 (1) provides as follows: (1) every person has the right to life (3) a person
shall not be deprived of life intentionally except to the extent authorized by the constitution or other
written law. Generally, it ows that all homicide cases are presumed unlawful unless cogent evidence is
presented that it falls within the known exceptions like in defence of property or person or accident or
authorized by law. (See Gusambiz s/o Wesonga VR (1948) 15 EACA 65) In Joash Wandanda Okwiri
v Republic Kisumu CACRA No. 83 of 1984 the court observed as follows: “ it was said that an
act is dangerous in the sense that a sober and reasonable person would inevitably recognize that it
carried some risk of harm and in fact that it caused death . The deceased had been beaten severely by
the appellant, a youth winger who was in pursuit of the deceased’s boyfriend. When the appellant
questioned the deceased on the whereabouts of her boyfriend, she did not cooperate hence the assault.
She sustained multiple cuts and bruising and lacerations on the head. Her ribs were broken and there
was bleeding in the chest cavity. The court concluded that the attack on the deceased was brutal yet
unjustied, and that the unlawful act causing death was a dangerous one, clearly bringing the case
within the borderline between murder and manslaughter.
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14. From the testimonies of PW1, PW2 and PW3 there is overwhelming evidence which point to the fact
that the deceased death was unlawfully caused during the scue between the 1st accused and apparently
in the presence of the 2nd accused. The motive is traceable to an alleged aair between the two accused
persons. In balancing the scales of the evidence tendered by the prosecution as challenged by the
defence shows a pattern of family dierences between the 2nd accused and the deceased. The spousal
relationship had irretrievably broken down living her with no choice but to desert the matrimonial
home.

15. The 2nd accused evidence points to that fact of a husband and wife relationship which was no longer
cordial. The evidence of PW1 & PW2 shows the chronology of events involving the deceased and the
1st accused which later resulted in an assault whose outcome was the death of the deceased from the
fatal injuries inicted. The post mortem report produced as an exhibit opines that the cause of death
was as a consequence of injuries inicted upon the deceased which was more pronounced to the head.
The inference to be drawn from the evidence is that the deceased death was unlawfully caused.

16. Central to murder cases, is the question whether the death of the deceased by the accused persons was
actuated with malice aforethought. The operative provisions as to manifestation of this element, is
precisely outlined in Section 206 of the Penal Code. In summary malice aforethought as an intention
to cause the death of any person, whether such person is the person actually killed, or knowledge that
the act or omission causing death will probably cause death, although such knowledge is accompanied
by indierence whether death is caused or not, or by a wish that it may not be caused. See the principles
in the cases of Langat vs Republic (2002) KLR 191, Republic v Felix Nthiwa Munyao Nairobi HCCR
43 of 1999, Jesse Wagi Mbugua –vs- Republic Nairobi CACRA No 35 OF 1991, rex v Tubere s/o
Ochen (1945) 12 EACA 63.

17. Malice aforethought is strictly speaking a subjective condition of the mind which necessarily manifest
itself by words and conduct of the person subject matter in the criminal process. It is therefore inferred
from the acts of omission committed by the alleged accused person. The doctrine may either be said
to be express or implied malice aforethought. It is good to emphasize some of the diculties likely
to be encountered by the trier of facts to clearly dene with precision the features of implied malice
aforethought. However, that is not the case with express malice which is a design formed in the mind
of the perpetrator of taking away another man’s life or to cause grievous harm In S v Mini 1963 (3) SA
188 (A) at 196 E Williamson J.A expressed himself as follows:

“ In attempting to decide by inferential reasoning the state of mind of a particular accused at
a particular time, it seems to me that a trier of fact should try mentally to project himself
into the position of that accused at that time, He must of course also be on his guard against
the insidious subconscious inuence of ex post factor knowledge.”

18. Reference to this element is to be found in the evidence of PW1 who saw the 1st accused while armed
with a club, attacked the deceased on the head and immediately he fell down on the ground on impact
of the assault. PW1 went on to state that the 1st accused left the scene without oering any rst aid or
assistance to the deceased person. He attributed the genesis of the conict as between the 1st accused
and the deceased grounded on the demands by the deceased to have the 2nd accused to return back
to their matrimonial home. This was corroborated by the evidence of PW2 as to the circumstances
of the oence and the resultant death of the deceased. The prosecution in addition tendered the post
mortem report as exhibit 1 which opined the cause of death and reasons in support as a consequence
of the severe head injury. The closer one can deduce an answer to the commission of this oence is the
testimony by the 2nd accused. Whereas the 1st accused relied on alibi defence. Obviously, the probative
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value of the 2nd accused testimony did not rock the prosecution case as to the characterization of malice
aforethought to cause the death of the deceased.

19. Not only is malice aforethought present in the instant case but there was an actual design by the 1st

accused to kill or fatally injure the deceased. So far attention is directed at the conduct of the 1st accused
before, during, and after the commission of the oence as directly seen by PW1. I nd no justication,
excuse or mitigation on the part of the 1st accused to inict serious harm targeted at vulnerable organ or
part of the deceased body. Perhaps the 1st accused unlawful acts was to permanently restrain or prohibit
the deceased in following his wife herein the 2nd accused. In the interpretation of Section 206 of the
penal code if the dangerous force thus used results in the death of the victim, the crime is murder, just
as much as if the danger was inherent in the very nature of the felony itself. I nd the element of malice
aforethought proved beyond reasonable doubt.

20. Whether in view of the defence by the accused persons, this court can satisfactorily conclude that
there was positive identication of the perpetrators to this oence. In Wamunga versus Republic
(1989) KLR 424 the Court of Appeal stated thus “ it is trite law that where the only evidence against
a defendant is evidence on identication or recognition, a trial court is enjoined to examine such
evidence carefully and to be satised that the circumstances of identication re favourable and free
from possibility of error before it can safely make it the basis of a conviction also in Ogeto v Republic
(2004) 19, it was stated that: it is trite law that a fact can be proved by the evidence of a single witness
although there is need to text with the greatest care the identication evidence of such a witness
especially when it is shown that conditions favoring identication were dicult. Further, the court has
to bear in mind that it is possible for a witness to be honest to be mistaken”

a. As far as the 1st accused person in concerned, on identication he raised an alibi defence.
There is a relatively well developed body of jurisprudence which deals with the principles for
consideration to give eect to the defence of the accused not being at the scene. In the case of
Kiarie v R (1984) KLR the court of Appeal laid down the following principle: “ An alibi raises
a specic defence and an accused person who puts an alibi as an answer to a charge does not in
law thereby assume any burden of proving that answer and its sucient if an alibi introduces
into the mind of a court a doubt that is not unreasonable. The judge had erred in accepting
the trial magistrate’s nding on the alibi because the ndings was not supported by any reason.
(See also R v Sukha Singh S/o Wazer Singh & Others (1939) 6 EACA 145 it was held as follows:
If a person is accused of anything and his defence is an alibi, he should bring forward that alibi
as soon as he can because, rstly, if he does not bring it forward until months afterwards, there
is naturally a doubt as to whether he has not been preparing it in the internal and secondly, if he
brings it forward at the earliest possible moment it will give the prosecution an opportunity of
inquiring into that alibi and if they satised as to its genuineness, proceedings will be stopped”

21. On review of the evidence of PW1 & PW2 the plea of alibi by the 1st accused was demolished and there
is no clear and satisfying evidence that he was elsewhere other than the scene of the murder. Although
the 1st accused gave a long chronology of the places and as to time which was aimed at exonerating
as a perpetrator of the oence, there is indeed some doubt to such a testimony. I also highlight that
the 1st accused person alibi defence was never corroborated by any independent witnesses. In this case
the plea of alibi named some physical locations but failed to provide accuracy of his movements to
warrant the court to satisfactory believe that he was not at the scene. Given the veracity of the direct and
circumstantial evidence by PW1, PW2, & PW3 who placed the 1st accused at the scene of the crime the
best of his evidence can only be summed up as a fabrication. It is trite that the one who claims to rely
on the plea of alibi has to prove it beyond reasonable doubt for the court to take it into consideration.
In the same case here the 1st accused has failed miserably to prove with accuracy his alibi defence. The
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1st accused therefore who was alleged to have committed the oence of murder by the state was actually
at the scene of the crime.

22. In the case of Ricky Ganda vs The State (2012) ZAESHC 59, the Free State High Court Bloemfontein
held: “ The acceptance of the evidence on behalf of the state cannot by itself be sucient basis for
rejecting the alibi evidence. Something more is required. The evidence must be considered in its totality.
In order to convict there must be no reasonable doubt that the evidence implicating him is true…
the correct approach is to consider the alibi in light of the totality of the evidence in the case and the
courts impression of the witnesses…it is acceptable in totality in evaluating the evidence to consider
the inherent probabilities…The proper approach is to weigh up all the elements which point towards
the guilt of the accused against all those which are indicative of his innocence, taking proper account
of inherent strengths and weaknesses, probabilities and improbabilities on both sides and having done
so, to decide whether the balance weigh so heavily in favour of the state as to exclude any reasonable
doubt about the accused’s guilt.”

23. In respect to the 2nd accused this court considering the evidence as a whole more specically PW1 &
PW2 I am satised that the conditions under which identication is claimed to have been made were
favourable. In particular, the prior knowledge of the 2nd accused by PW1 & PW2 who apparently
happened to be their biological mother. There are no material discrepancies deducible from the twin
testimony of her children. Therefore, even the defence testimony by the 2nd accused does not water
down the testimony of PW1 and PW2 in respect of proper and positive identication.

24. However, in this case the 2nd accused testimony seem to corroborate PW1 & PW2 evidence. In this
regard I have also perused and analyzed the defence by the 2nd accused. In the premises, the 2nd accused
gave a narrative underlying her marital union with the deceased. She stated before court that during
their marriage the deceased deliberately neglected the family by failing to provide for their basic survival
and maintenance rights. As this were aggravating factors she made a decision to move out of the
matrimonial home with some of her children to go and seek shelter within the homestead of the
1st accused. Although the 2nd accused denied cohabiting with the 1st accused a love triangle with the
deceased sparked the ght. This case involved a scenario in which the deceased went after his family
which was within the premises under the control and occupation of the 1st accused person. The anger,
aggression, and violence exhibited between the 1st accused and the deceased resulted in the death in
question subject matter of this criminal proceeding. This was a case where the deceased went for his
rival who reiterated in turn with full force and in the end he became the 1st casualty.

25. The impulsive attack by the deceased upon the 1st accused slightly inicted harm which was not fatal,
simply why is before this court on account of that oence. Of course the ultimate question is whether
the 2nd accused was also a protagonist in the triangle of homicide. In this 2nd limb of analysis, there
are dramatic dierences between the testimonies of PW1, PW2, & PW3 whether in all this competing
interest she can be assumed to be a victim of an oender who killer her partner.

26. In the case at bar the characteristics of the incident demonstrated by the testimonies of PW1 & PW2
is one which displays loss of face on anger and aggression between the two men namely the 1st accused
and the deceased. Thus in PW1 evidence it was the 1st accused at the time who attacked the deceased
and in retaliation the deceased apparently armed with a knife moved with equal measure to physically
assault the 1st accused. The evidence by PW1 does support that the deceased also happened to be his
father dropped to the ground and succumbed to death. On my part I nd no greater propensity for
the 1st accused to have engaged in aggression in particular physical violence pursuant to Section 206 (a)
& (b) of the Penal Code likely to occasion the death of the deceased. The prosecution case is set within
the boundaries of Section 20 and 21 of the penal code. In this context the brief facts refers where there
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was not only a primary criminal act that all the participants intended to commit but also a secondary or
collateral criminal act that ensued as a result of the actions of the two accused persons as participants to
the murder. What did not come out clearly from the prosecution case is whether the mens rea element
required of the 2nd accused in furtherance of the crime was proved beyond reasonable doubt.

27. The questions which remained unanswered are whether the deceased assault and the 2nd accused
reiterate was in furtherance of the 1st accused common intention to kill him, and whether the 1st and 2nd

accused shared a common intention to inict serious harm likely to cause death. Applying the rule in
Section 20 & 21 of the penal code there is no evidence that the end accused had the knowledge required
that the 1st accused was likely to inict physical injury in contravention of section 203 of the Penal Code
for her to be held liable as actual doer which gave rise to the oence of murder. For whatever is worthy
such degree of specicity is correctly required by the prosecution beyond reasonable doubt and goes
towards addressing concerns relating to concurrence between moral blameworthiness and criminal
responsibility in the words of the statute on common intention. The legislative purpose behind Section
20 & 21 of the penal code in my view ought to be interpreted purposively bearing in mind the phrase
in furtherance of common intention. It is no secret that because of the nature of interpretive exercise
courts in Kenya have come to dierent conclusions as to the mens rea requirement of Section 20 &
21 of the Penal Code.

28. In this respect on evaluation of both the prosecution and defence case and bearing in mind that the
burden of proof is always on the state to prove beyond reasonable doubt all the elements of the oence
of the crime charged and this burden never shifts, I make the following ndings. First and foremost,
the evidence by the prosecution points to the 1st Accused person’s guilty beyond reasonable doubt for
the oence of murder contrary to Section 203 of the Penal Code as punishable under 204 of the same
code. As I have said, I therefore enter conviction in favour of the prosecution as against the 1st Accused
for the indictment. Whereas for the 2nd Accused, it is so dicult and risky to dene the concept of
reasonable doubt as having been established from the prosecution evidence to warrant a nding of
guilty piecing together the various aspects stated on oath by the witnesses in support of the charge.
Given the shortcomings surrounding the actual involvement of the 2nd Accused the law permits me to
nd her not guilty and order her acquittal for the oence of murder

Verdict On Sentence

29. This sentence verdict is as regards the 1st accused person who was found guilty whereas the 2nd accused
person was acquitted. The accused persons were charged with the oence of murder contrary to section
203 as read with section 204 of the Penal Code chapter 63 of the Laws of Kenya. The particulars
of the charge being that on the night of 16th of February, 2019 at Masheheni village in Magarinin
Sub-County within Kili County, within the Republic of Kenya jointly murdered Swaleh Kalume
Mwambegu. This court delivered its judgment on 4th July, 2023 in which the accused was found guilty.
The circumstances leading to the commission of the oence can be deduced from the testimony of
PW1 who stated that he saw the accused while armed with a club, attacked the deceased on the head
and immediately he fell down on the ground on impact of the assault. PW1 further stated that the
accused left the scene without oering any rst aid or assistance to the deceased person. The autopsy
report revealed that the deceased suered severe injuries to the head.

30. As I have pointed out, the 1st accused was found guilty of murder contrary to section 203 of the
Penal Code as punishable under Section 204. While sentencing, I am conscious of the decision in
Francis Muruatetu Versus Republic (2017) eKLR which emphasized on the guidelines in sentencing
an oender who has been found culpable under Section 203 of the Penal Code. The applicable factors
include:
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a. Age of the oender

b. Being a rst oender

c. Whether the oender pleaded guilty

d. Character and record of the oender

e. Commission of the oence in response to gender-based violence

f. Remorsefulness of the oender

g. The possibility of reform and social re-adaptation of the oender

h. Any other factor that the court considers relevant.

31. Even as I apply these factors in coming up with an appropriate sentence, I must also not lose sight of
the principles in the 2023 Judiciary of Kenya Sentencing Policy Guidelines which expressly provides
as follows:

That sentences are imposed to meet the following objectives:

a. Retribution: To punish the oender for his/her criminal conduct in a just manner.

b. Deterrence: To deter the oender from committing a similar oence subsequently as well as to
discourage other people from committing similar oences.

c. Rehabilitation: to enable the oender reform from his criminal disposition and become a law-
abiding citizen.

d. Restorative justice: To address the needs arising from the criminal conduct such as loss and
damages. Criminal conduct ordinarily occasions victims’, communities’ and oenders’ needs
and justice demands that these are met. Further, to promote a sense of responsibility through
the oender’s contribution towards meeting the victims’ needs.

e. Community protection: to protect the community by incapacitating the oender.

f. Denunciation: To communicate the community’s condemnation of the criminal conduct.”

32. As I pointed out in the judgment, this case involved circumstances in which the deceased went after
his family which was within the premises under the control and occupation of the 1st accused only to
meet his death. The anger, aggression, and violence exhibited between the accused and the deceased
resulted in the death the subject matter of this criminal proceeding. This was a case where the deceased
went for his rival who reiterated in turn with full force and in the end he became the 1st casualty.

33. Looking at the list on mitigation, the mitigating factors are outweighed by the aggravating factors.
In imposing an appropriate sentence, I have considered the aggravating factors and the accused’s
mitigation. In this respect, I sentence the 1st accused person to 10 years’ imprisonment, being alive to
the provisions of Sections 333(2) that the sentence shall run from the date of his arrest. The committal
warrants so generated by the deputy registrar of the high court be in consonant with section 333(2)
of the Criminal Procedure Code.

DATED AND SIGNED AT ELDORET THIS 8TH DAY OF AUGUST, 2024

R. NYAKUNDI

JUDGE
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In the Presence of

Mr. Mwangi for State

Accused
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